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From Venice to Ha Noi: An Evolving Discourse

1964 | Venice
Charter

Monument / historic
fabric

Material
conservation

Monument-centred
approach

1994 | Nara
Document

Cultural diversity

Multiple information
sources

Context

Tangible +
intangible
dimensions

2001 | Hoi An
Protocols

Asian
contextualisation

Living traditions

Cultural landscapes

Local specificity

2008 | Québec
Declaration

Spirit of place

Tangible +
intangible
relationships

Memory, traditions,
communities

2025 | Nairobi
Outcome

Community-centred

Pluralistic

Dynamic

Interconnected
heritage

Continuity

2026 | Ha Noi
Dialogue

Heritage Ecosystems

Networks and
Linkages ?

“The discourse has progressively moved from authenticity of fabric towards authenticity of
relationships and continuity.”



What Kind of Heritage Are We Trying to Understand?

FROM
SITE / CULTURAL LIVING SITES OF HERITAGE
MONUMENT o g LANDSCAPE | \NDSCAPE  HERTAGE MEMORY ECOSYSTEM NETWORK
“As the conception of heritage expands, the relationships between heritage
elements become increasingly significant to understanding heritage value.”
Tangible < Place < Local «

Culture < Nature Past < Present

Intangible Community Transnational



What Does Authenticity Mean Today?

ATTRIBUTES OF AUTHENTICITY AS PER OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES

Form & design Materials & substance Use & function Traditions & techniques

Language & intangible

Location & setting heritage

Spirit & feeling Internal / external factors

“Authenticity is not merely confined to material fabric.”

Existing discourse increasingly recognizes relationships as integral to heritage value and authenticity.

So... is there the Gap?

Can these relationships themselves be conceptualized, evidenced and assessed?




Proposed framework to address the gap

THE GAP IS NOT THE ABSENCE OF IDENTIFICATION OF RELATIONSHIPS

Relationships, interconnectedness, continuity, landscapes, communities and heritage ecosystems are already
recognized in contemporary heritage discourse.

The gap is in their consolidation

There is no clearly articulated framework that treats
networks and linkages themselves as a distinct dimension through which authenticity can be expressed,
evidenced and assessed.

What exists separately?
Context | Setting | Landscape | Living heritage | Ecosystem | Interconnectedness | Networks | Linkages

What is proposed?
NETWORK and LINKAGE as an additional / complementary attribute of Authenticity



Networks and Linkages: The Proposed Distinction

e e e s e e e s e s e e s e e e e e s e e e s e

» NODE (N)
Tangible and/or intangible markers of culture
embedded within built/natural ecosystems.

LINKAGE as Process
Processes within and between nodes shaped by
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natural elements, communities, mobility,
knowledge systems, beliefs and practices.

NETWORK as Structure
A system of interconnectivity across nodes

“Together they reveal the relationships that
connect and sustain heritage.”



Why “Location and Setting” Is Not Enough
LOCATION & SETTING

primarily asks:

Where is the property situated and what is its surrounding context?

BUT A NETWORK ASKS:

What connects this place to other places?
AND A LINKAGE ASKS:

What processes have created, sustained or transformed that connection?
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“Setting contextualizes a property; network and linkage articulate relationships across properties and through
time."



Network & Linkage as a Relational Dimension of Authenticity

FROM THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE PLACE — TO THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE RELATIONSHIP

Existing focus Proposed extension
Form & design What survives at the node
Materials & substance Material evidence of the node
Use & function Functions performed at the node
Traditions & techniques Practices transmitted through the network
Location & setting Relationship of the property to its context
Intangible heritage Meanings, knowledge and practices
— Network: structure of relationships
— Linkage: processes sustaining relationships

Processes of ]
exchange / Distributed Relational

movement / heritage system authenticity
transmission

Nodes Connections

“The authenticity of the whole may depend not only on the authenticity of its constituent nodes, but also on
the credibility, continuity and legibility of the relationships that connect them.”



What Makes a Network / Linkage Authentic?
FIVE INDICATORS

2. Historical / Traditional

Veracity

1. Legibility / Physical Does the relationship have

[ credible historical or
Can the network and linkage be traditional basis?
identified through tangible, spatial
or landscape evidence? / 3. Persistent / Traceable
\ Transformation
AUTHENTICITY Can continuity and
OF NETWORKS F=r o transformation be traced
& LINKAGES over time?
5. Custodial / =
Management Practices \
Are relationships sustained 4. Interchangeable /
through communities, Reciprocal Heritage
traditions and management Do exchanges between nodes
systems?

contribute to shared cultural
expressions?
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A significant body of heritage in the region is
distributed across places, communities,
landscapes and routes rather than
concentrated in a single monument.

»
Y

“Heritage relationships frequently /
extend beyond the boundaries of Maritime Routes | Migration Routes | Pilgfrimage Routes | Cultural
individual properties.” Landscapes | Sacred Landscapes | Trade Networks | Island Networks
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CASE 1
JINGKIENG JRI / LYU CHRAI CULTURAL LANDSCAPE
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Living Root Brldges of Meghalaya embody an exceptlonal example of a I|V|ng cultural tradition in where human
ingenuity is seamlessly intertwined with nature

These Ficus-based loading structures reflect a harmonious and sustainable relationship between the Khasi and Jaintia

communities’ and their environment—an interdependence preserved over the past 2000 years and rooted in
indigenous belief, knowledge and practice



COMMUNITY

KEYSTONE

LIVELIHOOD

REMEDIATION
SKILLS

REFORESTATION CONNECTIVITY

Jingkieng Jri / Lyu Chrai / Living Root Bridges embody deep nature-culture
interdependence, uniting traditional knowledge, belief and skills with biodiversity and
community resilience within a living system that supports connectivity, livelihoods, and

ecological restoration. @ -
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Attributes shaping the Landscape (Tangible Markers)
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Lynti iaidkjat (Pathways/routes) Um (Water) Jingkieng jri (Living root bridge)
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Attributes shaping the Landscape (Intangible Markers)

Clockwise Images
1. Ka shad tynrai bad ka tem ka put
(Traditional dance and music)

2. Kisbai ki rupa bad ka suh ka
thain (Traditional jewellery and
weaving)

3. Jingialeh kai (traditional games)
Ka Thain kti (Hand weaving)

onal knowledge of weaving Living Root Bridges

ra t}




Brief Synthesis

> Located in the Khasi and Jaifitia Hills of Meghalaya, within the eastern Indian Peninsular Plateau.

» A living cultural landscape containing the greatest diversity and concentration of Ficus-based Living Root
Bridges.

» For over 2,000 years, Khasi-Jaifitia communities have nurtured bridges, forests, pathways, cultivation areas and
water systems as an interconnected landscape.

» Shaped by the region’s extreme rainfall, mountainous terrain and deep river gorges.

» Rooted in Indigenous knowledge, customary institutions and a philosophy of harmony, collective well-being and
coexistence with nature.

» The landscape reflects a deep culture—nature relationship, where ecological stewardship and living traditions
continue to shape each other.

Criteria (i) (iii) (v)




uctures form a landscape-scale laboratory for sustainable, nature-based con
offering insights into climate and disaster resilience.




Statement of Authenticity

>

The landscape demonstrates a high level of authenticity through continuing oral traditions and community
practices.

Indigenous communities continue traditional practices involving Living Root Structures, routes, stone
signifiers, and drinking water sources.

Customary governance and traditional family structures continue to guide the management of forests,
cultivation sites, and fishing places.

Traditional knowledge of the life cycle of Ficus and its application in Living Root Structure cultivation remains
active through continued community participation.

The traditional use of ancestral lands continues, maintaining cultural continuity and underlying relationships
and practices.

Recent infrastructure development and socio-economic changes highlight the need for sustained protection,
conservation, and innovation.

Cooperative-based conservation and development initiatives, together with the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution of India, support Indigenous rights, customary institutions, and community resource governance.




Jingkieng Jri: Reinforcing the Existing Discourse

What is the heritage?
Living cultural landscape | Living root bridges | Natural heritage | Community knowledge | Traditional practices

What does it demonstrate?
Place & Community | Nature < Culture | Knowledge < Practice | Generation « Generation

NETWORK
Distributed heritage attributes (nodes) in a cultural landscape

LINKAGES
Traditional knowledge, rituals, custodianship, ecological practices & cultural transmission as continuous processes sustaining node/s

Indicators Jingkieng Jri
Historical / traditional veracity Traditional knowledge and cultural practices
Jingkieng Jri through Persistent transformation Continuing community relationship
the five indicators Reciprocal heritage Culture—nature interaction
Custodial practices Community stewardship
Physical traceability Various identified attributes

“Jingkieng Jri reinforces the relational dimensions already emerging within the cultural landscape
and living heritage discourse.”




CASE 2: PROJECT MAUSAM
MARITIME CONNECTIVITY WITHIN INDIAN OCEAN REGION



Project Mausam: Heritage Without a Continuous Route

THE INDIAN OCEAN AS A SPACE OF CONNECTIVITY

Project Mausam approaches the Indian Ocean as a historically interconnected maritime space shaped by:

Monsoon winds
and seasonal
mobility

Trade and
movement of
commodities

Migration and
settlement

Pilgrimage and
religious
mobility

Exchange of
knowledge,
ideas and
technologies

Transmission of
artistic and
architectural
traditions

Merchant and
cultural
communities

Land-based heritage routes

NODE

NODE

The route itself may survive as a physical trace.

Oceanic heritage networks

The connecting medium is dynamic and often leaves no continuous physical trace.

“At an oceanic scale, connectivity exists as a relationship even when the physical route does not exist.”




Without a physical route, how do we establish the connection?

Project Mausam transnational narratives demonstrate that connectivity can be reconstructed through multiple

forms of evidence

Network

Early Buddhist Networks

Bronze Age Maritime Trade

Mercantile Settlements

Sugar & Indentured Labour

Spice Lanes

Connection may be demonstrated through

Associated heritage sites ¢ inscriptions  sculptures « architectural evidences -
archaeological finds « texts

Archaeological sites ¢ pottery « beads ¢ seals « weights « commodities ¢
technologies

Merchant communities « migration ¢ urban form « architecture « trade

Harbour/Port sites * ships « immigration depots ¢ plantations « settlements

Production sites ¢ inscriptions ¢ literary accounts « documents ¢ ceramics * ports
e monuments

“Can we establish the historical relationship between the nodes?”



What, then, is the Authentic Element?

NOT NECESSARILY THE ROUTE RATHER THE INTERLINKED STRUCTURE OF NODES (NETWORK)

Maritime heritage

AUTHENTIC NODE -+ AUTHENTIC NODE

The authenticity of an oceanic heritage system may be expressed through the:
Historical credibility of the connection
Traceability of the relationship between nodes through time
Reciprocity of exchange between nodes
Continuity of associated practices, communities or traditions

Legibility of the relationship through surviving evidence

“For distributed maritime heritage, authenticity may reside not in the survival of a continuous physical route,
but in the credibility and traceability of the relationships that historically connected its nodes.”



What Does the Argument Contribute?

CONCEPTUAL

Network = structure || Linkage = process

l
METHODOLOGICAL

Five indicators for examining authenticity of relationships

A
REGIONAL
A framework particularly applicable to:
Cultural landscapes | Maritime networks | Routes | Interconnected Landscapes | Serial heritage networks |
Transboundary heritage

“From authenticity of attributes — towards authenticity expressed through relationships between attributes,
places, people and processes.”



The Resulting Contribution

THREE FINAL PROPOSITIONS:

01

Heritage may derive authenticity not only from what it is, but from

relationships through which its values have been created and sustained.

02

Networks provide the structural dimension; linkages provide the

processes connecting and transforming that structure.

03

For distributed and transboundary heritage in the Asia-Pacific, making
these relationships explicit can complement existing approaches to

authenticity.



Thank You...



Authenticity in Changing World:
Pyu Ancient Cities and Bagan

Content

1. Identification of Authenticity: Pyu Ancient Cities & Bagan
2. What do I understand; Some comparative views
3. Noting

THAN ZAW OO

DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND NATIONAL MUSEUM

MYANMAR
27-SEP-2026



PYU ANCIENT CITIES- INSCRIBED 2014 _ Criteria (i1,

N

Authenticity

Pvu Ancient Cities (2014)

Bagan (2019)

111, 1V

The surviving monuments, archaeological
remaing, continuing religious practices and
other attributes truthfully and credibly
express the potential Outstanding Universal
Value of Bagan.

Generalized design features used in modem
restorations and fully rebuilt monuments
have been criticized in the past None the
lesg, these monuments are authentic in terms
of the use, function and spirit of Bagan,
connected to Buddhist merit-making, and the
fully rebuilt monuments contribute to the
authenticity of the general form of ancient
Bagan at a landscape scale.

Form and design

Architecture:

1. Still-standing monument

2. Urban precincts {Urban Morphology)
3. Religious architecture

Monuments and their decorative elements
such as sculptures, stucco, murals and cloth
paintings... location, form, design and
materials. ..

Use and function

Buddhist veneration:

“..the continuity of veneration Pyu-era
stupas at the Pyu Ancient Cities, a practice
unbroken since Pyu times which keeps
alive one of the central functions of these
first-ever-Buddhist religious complexes in
SEA..”

1. *...as a place of worship and continuous
religious practices...”
2. " Ment-making. . monumental

No Authenticity Pvu Ancient Cities (2014) Bagan (2019)
5 Tradition and | A. Agricultural and production | These monuments truthfully express the full
technique management  system... historic | splendor, creativity and techmological
landscape and which continue to be | achievement of the Bagan Period.
practiced among the local
community.
B. Commodity and material culture
production
6 Location and | A. Archaeological Remain *...the river and corner stupas, as well as the
setting B. Historic Urbanized Settlement large surviving population of monuments
C. Intact condition of the original | express the general form of ancient
setting of Pyu Ancient Cities is still | Bagan...”
evident
D. Rural settlement pattern
7 Material and | Excavated artifacts from the sites | Existing and archaeological deposit
substance Manufactured on-site.
Brick
8 Spirit and feeling | A. History of Myanmar 1. The stone and ink inscription

B. Inspire pilgrimage

2. %, testimony of merit-making...”

BAGAN- INSCRIBED 2019 _ Criteria (iii, 1v, vi




Pyu Ancient Cities _ Absolute Dating- C4 Dating

Carbon 14 Dates from the Py Ancient Cities

Pyu Ancient Cities: Halin, Beikthano, and Sri Ksetra

City Excavated site Sample Calibrated date Laboratory
Beikthano | KKG-9' 1434 190 BCE- 260 CE Isotope Ins., New Jersey,
usa
o g R ] Beikthano | KKG-9 Nzas2 100 BCE- 390 CE | Ins. Of Nuclear Science,
New Zealand
Belkthano | KKG-11 NZas1 80-550 CE Ins. Of Nuclear Science,
PN New Zealand
Beikthano | KKG-11 NZas3 210-600 CE Ins. Of Nuclear Science,
S New Zealand
Beikthano | BTO-32" 0ZM355 60-220 CE Australian Institute of
Nuclear Science and Engi-
neering
pr— Halin HL9 NZ894 540- 780 CE ins. Of Nuclear Science,
New Zealand
| Halin HL-10 NZ89s 60-390 CE Ins. Of Nuclear Science,
- — New Zealand
P & = Halin L7 NZ896 120430 CE ins. Of Nuclear Science,
New Zealand
— T — P T — PYU-TAIK MEMORIAL HALL HL-9, EXCAVATED STRUCTURE WITH POST-HOLES FOR
ANCIENT CITIES CITIES IN SOUTH Now Zoolend TIMBER PILLARS EVIDENT (HALIN)
AND SOUTHEAST ASIA INSCRIBED ON THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST
Halin HL-31 OZN912 70- 250 CE Australian Institute of
o Nuclear Science and Engi-
[ ——— neering
. Halin HL 32 OZN914 80- 320 CE Australian Institute of
INDIA
Nuclear Science and Engi-
nunn(
BUDDHIST URBAN CITY STArrES Sri Ksetra | Tabet-ywa Iron OZN909 50-220 CE Australian Institute of
Slag Mound Nuclear Science and Engi-
neering
SOUTHEAST ASIA
SriKsetra | HMA-47* OZN358 420-570 CE Australian Institute of
= Nuclear Science and Engi-
e o neering
A b e 5 | o | SriKsetra | Habitation Site | OZN590 680- 890 CE Australian Institute of
PYU ANCIENT CITIES- INSCRIBED 2014__ Criteria (i, iii, iv) Nuclear Science and Engi-
TIMFELINF COMPARING PYLI ANCIENT CITIFS AND OTHER CONTFMPORARY

PYu

# TERRACOTTA
VOTIVE TABLET
WITH BUDDHA
IMAGE
FLANKED BY
BULBOUS
STUPAS

Authenticity _ Form &Design: Architecture _ Religious; Still-standing monument; Urban Form Authenticity _ Form &Design

U INSCAOTION PO SHISETIA

MEMORIAL HALL HL-22 WITH MEGAUTHIC ~ RECENT STUPA, PHAYA-YWA MONASTERY NEAR
STONES (HALIN) HL-26 AND SURROUNDING LANDSCAPE (HALIN)

WG SHRINE OF 1A MTA ST A
BAWBAWGY () ASCTRA)

STUPA-LIKE STRUCTURE EXCAVATED BTO-16 (BEIKTHANO)

MONUMENTAL STONES SCULPTED WITH RELIEF IMAGES
(OF THE BUDDHA IN SITU AT KYAUKKAR THEIN BEFORE
PHO KHAUNG KAN RELIEF (SRI KSETRA) [EXCAVATION (SRI KSETRA)

PLAN OF BEBE AND
LEMYETHNA, SRI KSETRA

PRESENT STATE OF MONASTIC STRUCTURE BT0-38 (BEIKTHANO)

THE PAST (BEIKTHANO)



Authenticity _ Tradition and Technique

Authenticity _ Use and Function
y

RICE FIELDS IN AREA BUFFER ZONE OUTSIDE CITY WALL (HALIN)

I RSETRA)

SHRINE TO THE ANCIENT QUEEN PANHTWA
AT SHWEYAUNGDAW MONASTERY
(BEIKTHANO)

IMODERN PATRONAGE. CEREMONY AT THE
(SRI KSETRA)

TERRACOTTA BURIAL URNS
(LEFT: HALIN RIGHT:
SRIKSETRA)

Authenticity

HPAYATAUING STONE ORN Materlal and Substance
FROM STUPA AT SITE HMA- TERRACOTTA URN
31)(SRI KSETRA) TERRACOTTA BURIAL UANS IN STV (BEIKTHANO) {BEKTHANO)

Authenticity _ Location and Setting

ANCENT 7Y WS L)

TRADITIONAL AGRICULTURE (SRI KSETRA)

GATEWAY Hi-11 (HALIN)

o BUIDCE

b ==

LANDACAS TYIEAL F ANAMAK'S Y FONE T ATEYARWADY RIVER A P, 5.6 KILGHETERS WEST OF S8 KSETRA

FINGER-MARKING ON BRICK AT BEIKTHANO

A NS A 615 U 0 1533 A T GATEWAYSHL 10, 13,21 (HALIN)

PANORAMIC VIEW MYINBAHU HILL RANGE VIEW FROM TOP OF BAWBAWGY! STUPA

[ R TR P ———

'BEIKTHANO GATEWAYS (KKG-13,15, 35)

WALL BTO-5 WITH LARGE BRICKS AND SPECIALIZED BRICK
MASONRY (BEIKTHANO)

— J
BULLOCK-CART TRACKS (HAUN) GATEWAY HMA-34(SRI KSETRA)

IN-GY! OR SEASONAL LAKE (BEIKTHANO)

SRIKSETRA GATEWAYS (HMA-S, 34,42)



Authenticity _ Spirit and Feeling
i

MODERN CEREMONY AT THE
(SRI KSETRA)

PALACE-CITADEL WALL (SRI KSETRA)

HOT SPRINGS AT HALINGY! VILLAGE (HALIN)

ON GOING ANNUAL MAINTENANCE OF ANCIENT CITY WALL BY
LOCAL FARMERS (BEIKTHANO)

MONKS DELIVERING BLESSINGS BEFORE EXCAVATION BY

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY, SRI KSETRA SRI KSETRA PALACE INNER STRUCTURES HMA-44, 45
(SRI KSETRA)



sites inscribed on the World Heritage List
Source: Piesre Pichard

Figure 154. Timeline of Bagan Kingdom, chronologically compared with neighbour kingdoms and

Beyond the capital, the Bagan kings built several provincial cities in the realm.

Figure 128. Radlocarbon dates at Old Bagan
Source: Grave & Barbem 2001, pp. 7757
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BAGAN- INSCRIBED 2019 _ Criteria (iit, 1v, v1)

2.A DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY
2.a.1 Introduction

The attributes which embody the p ial O di

159. Plans of Angkor and Bagan at the same scale

Source: Pierre Pichand

monuments,
continuing
religious practices and other attributes
truthfully and credibly express

landscape of monuments;
overall setting of Bagan (river, corner stupas);
monuments;

plates;
murals/cloth paintings;
sculplures
i (merit-making);

Old Bagan wall;

a palace site;

archaeological deposits;

water management features;

objects at the Bagan Archaeological M

Universal Value of Bagan are:

inscriptions at Bagan - stone, ink, brick, votive tablets, glazed relief tiles, metal

orat

This description add: the and each of these attributes, and is structured as

follows:

e anoverview of the property;
overview of each component;
landscape of monuments and overall setting;
monuments at Bagan;

iples of Category 1

inscriptions;
murals, cloth paintings and sculptures;
religious practices;
Old Bagan Wall;
palace site and archaeological deposits;
water management features; and
objects.

In this nomination, monuments are referred to by their inventory number, such as IMP
XXX (= a number), derived from the Inventory of Monuments at Pagan (Pichard

1992-2001).

in the property; and
architectural objects at Bagan Archaeologlcal Museum.
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Figare 101. Frieze

Kirtimuka frieze and inset
decorative tiles
Source: Charlote Galloway

Figure 99. Exterior of Sula-
mank-gu-hpaya (IMP 748) with
stucco and glazed decorative
tiles

Source: Charlote Galloway

Figure 100. Exterior of Sula-
‘mani-gu-hpaya (IMP 748) with
stuceo and glazed decorative
tiles

Sousce: Charbotte Galloway



Challenge: For Protection Measures

Pyu Ancient Cities: Serial Sites Bagan

1. Stability 1. Collaboration

2. Land Use Control 2. Contflict of Interest
3. Human Resource N azy iz [EESR

syl ey ou o et £
et o oy e 6

4. Plan and Planning

Current Implementation — IT and Modern Techniques



PAST ACTION _ Before Inscription WHS- 19807
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Landscape Management Plan- Proposed Plan



Content

1. Identification of Authenticity: Pyu Ancient Cities & Bagan
2. What do I understand; Some comparative views

3. Noting

EUROPEAN MODEL?-historical view authenticity paradigm and historical materials authenticity paradigm

[

1964- Venice Charter

l

1977- In addition, the property should meet the test of authenticity in design, materials, workmanship and
setting; authenticity does not limit consideration to original form and structure but includes all subsequent
modifications and additions over the course of time, which in themselves possess artistic or historical value.

!

1992-(b) (i) meet the test of authenticity in design, materials, workmanship or setting (the Committee stressed that
reconstruction is only acceptable if it is carried out on the basis of complete and detailed documentation on the original and to
no extent on conjecture).

l ——— NARA DOCUMENT
1994/1996-(b) (i) meet the test of authenticity in design, material, workmanship or setting and in the case of cultural landscape their distinctive character and

components (the Committee stressed that reconstruction is only acceptable if it is carried out on the basis of complete and detailed documentation on the
original and to no extent on conjecture).

l'—' AFTER 10 YEARS OF NARA DOCUMENT
2005_ILE Integrity and/or authenticity, Authenticity, para.79-86



EUROPEAN MODEL?-historical view authenticity paradigm and historical materials authenticity paradigm

1964- Venice Charter

!

1977- In addition, the property should meet the test of authenticity in design, materials, workmanship and
setting; authenticity does not limit consideration to original form and structure but includes all subsequent
modifications and additions over the course of time, which in themselves possess artistic or historical value.

!

1992-(b) (i) meet the test of authenticity in design, materials, workmanship or setting (the Committee stressed that
reconstruction is only acceptable if it is carried out on the basis of complete and detailed documentation on the original and to
no extent on conjecture).

!

NARA DOCUMENT

1994/1996-(b) (i) meet the test of authenticity in design, material, workmanship or setting and in the case of cultural landscape their distinctive character and

components (the Committee stressed that reconstruction is only acceptable if it is carried out on the basis of complete and detailed documentation on the
original and to no extent on conjecture).

AFTER 10 YEARS OF NARA DOCUMENT
2005_TLE Integrity and/or authenticity, Authenticity, para.79-86

5 | 1994
5 | 19% ) (U meet the text of awthenticity in dexign,
material, workmanship or setting and in the case
of cultural landscape their distinctive character
and componemts (the Committee stressed that
reconstruction is only acceptable if it ix carried out
on the basis of complete and detailed
documentation on the original and to no extent on
conjecture).
IE 1997 ibid
7 | 199799 ibid
8 | 199 ibid
9 | 2002 ibid
10 | 2005 TLE Integrity and'or authenticity
Authenticity, para 79-86
79. Propertses nominated under crsteria () to (vi)
must meet the condstion of authenticaty. Annex 4
which includes the Nara Document on Authenticity,
provides a practical basis for examining the
authenticaty of such properties and is summanzed
below.
8081, Information sources: Credible and truthfial _
differ from culture to culture, and even within the
same culture...
82. - lorm and design;
- materials and substance;
- use and funcbion;
- traditions, techmiques and management
systems;
- location and selting,
« language, and other forms of mtangible
henilage,
- spinit and feeling; and
- other mternal and external factors
83. character and serse of place
84. Information sources:
- all physacal,
- wnillen,
- ocal, and
- figurative
- nature, specificities, meaning, and history of
the cultural heritage
85. Identafication: significant attributes
86. Conservation: Reconstruction
11 | 2008 ibed
12 | 2011 1hed




should meet the test of
authenticity in  design,
materials, workmanship
and setting; authenticity
does not limit
consideration to original
form and structure but
includes all subsequent
modifications and
additions over the course
of time, which
themselves possess artistic
or historical value.

No | Operational Guideline, 1994- Nara Document
1977/1978
In addition, the property = Background - the spirit of the Charter of Venice, 1963

- the expanding scope of cultural heritage
interests in our contemporary

- full respect to the social and cultural
values of all societies

- examining the OUV of cultural
properties proposed for the WHL

Root - tangible and intangible
Issue - globalization and homogenization
- cultural identity is sometimes pursued
through

-aggressive nationalism and
-the suppression of the cultures of
minorities

23 | 2025 The understanding of authenticity in African | Nairobi
heritage, contributes to the diversity of African | Document
cultural identities, socioeconomic, and political
process of self-definition. Understanding these
multiple forms of authenticity in an African context
is fundamental for its management and contributes
to the safeguarding of heritage.

Responsibility - cultural community that has generated it,
cares for it.

Information - All physical,

Sources - Written,

- Oral

- Figurative source

- Know the nature,
Specificities,

Meaning

- History

- authenticity in conservation practice

- to clarify and illuminate the collective
memory of humanity

Implementation

Conservation - understand a property

- know its history and meaning

- ensure its material safeguard

- if require

- _its restoration and enhancement
Authenticity-

- the nature of the cultural heritage,
its cultural context,

its evolution through time,

a great variety of sources of information. ..
form and design,

materials and substance,

use and function,

traditions and techniques,
location and setting,

spirit and feeling

internal and external factors

6. Heritage is community-centred, pluralistic, dynamic, and evolves over time and
goes beyond the tangible. Thus, its significance cannot be fossilised. Its
authenticity must be considered within that context, including attributes which
are tangible and intangible manifestations. Key among these are oral traditions
and expressions, performing arts, spiritual associations, use, function and social
values.

African heritage connects tangible and intangible, movable and immovable,
natural and cultural heritage, with multilayered values, interpretations, meanings,
and uses, including evolving cultural spaces and practices. It incorporates
cultural and ecological continuity and living traditions such as spirituality and
belief systems, memory upheld by communities. Its various components are
intertwined and inseparable enabling their collective identification and
characterization. Understanding African heritage must consider these pluralities.

Pluralistic; fossilized



Asia-Pacific Dialogue on Heritage and Authenticity, Ha Noi-Ninh Binn. 27SEP-10CT2026

Content

1.

Identification of Authenticity: Pyu Ancient Cities & Bagan

2. What do I understand; Some comparative views
3. Noting

4. Authenticity in Changing World.

As above-described the Background, deciphering the heritage, especially Authenticity and
Heritage has been alternately speculated within twenty and thirty years. Due to the changing
of events and ideas, it 1s also significant task for the scholars and experts. Restoring the
evidence of past activities in human kind, it is vital role for the duties and responsible in present
people. Unfortunately, there is impermanence, it is permanence, naturally. Nearly over fifty
years implementing with global outline and framework in the Authenticity and Heritage sector,
we must be rethinking about the challenges and outcomes in what we have done. As for
Myanmar, there must be needed the “Stability” which is a prime challenge for desired actions
and implementations. It is to be arresting and limiting all of the attempt. As a family member
of regional and global content, we do accept all of the endorsements and agreements. In doing

so, Myanmar has been preparing the “Programmatic Order” of respective timeframe or
timeline.
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Thanh Pai La

Li s& An Nam dé ho phu |:> Kinh dé Dai Viét thei Ly —
thai Dai La (thé ky 7-9) Tran — Lé (thé€ ky 11-18)

Bic thanh thai Nguyén (thé ky 19-
dau thé ky 20) va Thi dé Ha Nei




’ '(Yfm thanh: la vong thanh
quan-tio,ng nhét, trong cung,
bao quanh nbt ¢ ya lam viéc
R ERYTERYE Hoahg.q
trong do toa dién trung tam
la noi thiét tridu

2. LICH SU

La thanh: vong thanh ngoai
cung, Idn nhét, co tén goi la
thanh Dai La hay DPai La thanh

Hoangthanh: 1a vong thanh
quan tring bao boc cac cung
dién, lauyac, chua thap, dén

dai cua Heang gia.
®







Lop van hoa thoi hién dai
Day trén 25cm - 85cm
L&p van héa théi Nguyén, thé ky XIX- XX
Day 40cm - 76cm

§p Van hoa thoi Lé thé ky XV - XVIII
Day 55c¢m - 60cm

Lop van héa thoi Tran thé ky XIII - XIV
Day 40cm - 50cm

Léop van hoa thoi Ly thé ky XI - XII
Day 1,3m - 1,5m

L&op van hoa Pai La thé ky VII - IX
Day 56cm
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Ghi chu:

(D Catlap hién dai

2 Mébng nén Lé So

3 Voivia

(4 Mat cat Long Thién B7
(B Mobng cot Kinh Thién D4
©® bDatlap

26DKT. H1. MAT CAT LOP DAT VACH BAC  TL:1/20

TiEn

......
...................

Xao tron

Cong hién dai

Pat l1ap va gach vé
Médng cbt Long Thién C7
Mong cot Kinh Thién E4
Bé tdng

SESXSNOYORS

@ Gach hién dai

49 Béténg gach

@ Mong cot Kinh Thién G4
Moéng cét Long Thién G7
@ Moéng cét Kinh Thién F4
@® Mong cot Long Thién E7
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Ngay 1/8/2010, Khu Trung tam Hoang thanh Thang Long — Ha Noi
dudgc UNESCO ghi danh la di san thé gidi véi 3 tiéu tri noi bat (tiéu
chi i, iiii, iv) theo Quyét dinh s6 34COM 8B.22, nim 2010 cua
UNESCO.




VI TRI KHAI QUAT CHINH PIEN KINH THIEN: NAM
2011, 2023 VA 2025

Vi tri nghién ctru

N3m 2011: c6 4 ho khai quat quanh nén
1 dién Kinh Thién.

N3m 2023: c6 4 ho khai quat bén trong
nén dién Kinh Thién, bao quanh nha
Phao Binh-CT04

Nam 2025: khai quat nén nha Phao
binh-CT04

[ ] H& khai quat 2025

D Vi tri da khai quat
[ | Vitri cay xanh

cT21 CT20

Oom 10m

VI TRi KHAI QUAT TAI NEN NHA PHAO BINH (CT04) TREN DIEN KiNH THIEN, NAM 2025



DIA TANG HO KHAI QUAT NAM 2025 DAY 6M VOT 6 LOP VAN HOA CHONG XEP LEN NHAU

L&p dat hién dai: 0,10-1,15m

L&p van hoa thei Nguyén

(Tk19-20): 0,30-0,35m

Lop van hoa thoi Lé so va

Lé Trung hwng 2a (TK 15-18): 1,80m (mdng
c6t Lé Trung hwng 4m)

L&p van hoa thoi Lé so 2b
(TK 15): 0,35-0,44m

L&p van hoa thoi Lé so 2¢
(TK 15): 1m

L&p van hoéa thei Tran 3a
(TK 13-14): 0,40-0,47m

L&p van hoa thei Tran 3b
(TK 13-14): 0,50-1,50m

L&p van héa thei Tién Thang Long
(TK 7-10): 0,54-0,96m)
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DAau tich méng cot kép dién Kinh Thién, th&i Lé, kich thwéc 5,4 — 6,1 x 2,7 — 3m



DAU TiCH NEN DIEN KiNH THIEN NHIN TU PHIA BONG



- Nghién ctru chi tiét mong nén thoi Lé so

XAC BINH MAT CAT BIA TANG HO KHAI QUAT DAY KHOANG 6M

D5DKT. H1. MAT CAT LGP DAT VACH TAY (HTS) TL 1/20

11740
e YO P—
M rén Livp mat (0,1 - 1,15m
B 11486 A Fmet { )
11500 ( L

x27 x30 X33 36 TRUC %39
Tigoo ] Lép 1 (0.2 - 0,35m) 10791 /
wiso * Lop 2a L& S [y trung binh 1,8}
10000 —
Lirp Zb L@ So (day 0,35 - 0,44m)
Lérp 2¢ L8 S gy trung binh 1m)
8000
Lérp 3a théi Trdn (0,40 - 0,47m)
800k Létp 30 thed Trén {0,50 - 1,50m)
e Lérp Ly (day trung binh 0,85m) mau vang
Ghi chir
@) D b g (B Sét wang xim
@) 54t niu vang va sil & dio tén
¥ Datlsp 56t ndu v g el v —_—
@) 56t ndu ving vh Lateita 46 (5 541 ndu xdm, than, gach ngdl v Lérp Tééin Thang Long (déy 0,54 - 0,88m) mau gh xam
B S8 e v gach v 0D 5ét ndu vh gach nipdi v
B0 B S i @6 v it g St wim den
56t ndu den i than i Gach hikn dai

5780 5754



DIA TANG HO KHAI QUAT DAY 6M VOT 6 LOP VAN HOA CHONG XEP LEN NHAU

L&p dat hién dai: 0,10-1,15m

L&p van hoa thei Nguyén

(Tk19-20): 0,30-0,35m

Lop van hoa thoi Lé so va

Lé Trung hwng 2a (TK 15-18): 1,80m (mdng
c6t Lé Trung hwng 4m)

L&p van hoa thoi Lé so 2b
(TK 15): 0,35-0,44m

L&p van hoa thoi Lé so 2¢
(TK 15): 1m

L&p van hoéa thei Tran 3a
(TK 13-14): 0,40-0,47m

L&p van hoa thei Tran 3b
(TK 13-14): 0,50-1,50m

L&p van héa thei Tién Thang Long
(TK 7-10): 0,54-0,96m)




BAN VE MAT CAT MONG COT

25DKT. H1. MAT CAT LOP BAT HO THAM SAT VACH NAM

TRUC Y-8
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CAu triac mong cot D1-2 dién Kinh Thién, théi Lé 81 I&p dam, cao 4m



DAu tich con lai cla chan tdng da khu vwe chinh
dién kinh Thién, gan mong cot E3. Mat tron da bi
vd. Mat bén bi duc pha

Chiéu cao toan bd con lai 78cm



DAu tich con lai ciia chan tang da tai méng cét F3. Chiéu dai con lai 120cm



Vi du vé kich thwéc mong cOt dién Kinh Thién

Kich thwéc méng coét don to nhat: G3 (3,73 x 3,33m).

Kich thwéc méng cot kép to nhat E1-E2 (6,15 x 3,05m).

Kich thwdc hd mong |01 cot: cot cai: 1,85x1,89m
cOt quan: 1,6x1,5m
cot hién: 1,37x1,4m




- Cac cudc khai quat tai khu
vuec nén chinh dién Kinh
Thién vao cac nam 2011,
2023, 2024, 2025 va 2026
da xuat 1d tong cong 33
mong cot, trong dé coé 18
mong cot don va 15 mong
cdt kép. Nhuw viy phan mat
bang d3 xuat 16 cha dién
Kinh Thién c¢6 hinh chir
nhat, 7 gian 2 chai, v&i 10 vi
kéo, mai vi c6 6 chan cot

\

Om 10m

HIEN TRANG DI TiCH THO1 LE (L2-L3) SAU KHI BOC MONG NHA cT04, TONG DIEN TiCH 1484M2



KHU VIFC CHLFA KHAI QUAT

LH ML
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HIEN TRANG KHAI QUAT NEN CHiNH DIEN KiNH THIEN (Ty Ié 1:100)

Kich thwédce tong thé ctia nén dién va san dién Kinh Thién:

E

GHI CHUO:

IIII MG B LONG Tres

- MACNG BIEN BINH THIEN

Kich thwé'c nén dién Kinh Thién:
Chiédu Bac-Nam (mép da dén bé nén
gach vo): 30m. Chiéu Béng-Tay: 56,06m.
Dién tich nén dién 1681,8m2

Kich thuwdc san dién:
Chiéu Bac-Nam 12,6m.
Chiéu Péng-Tay: 56,06m. Dién tich san
dién 706,356m2

Dién tich hd tham sat tai gian C-D va D-
E dién tich khoang 90m2

Chiéu Bong-Tay: 56,06m Tbéng dién tich nén dién va san dién Kinh Thién: 2388,156m2

Chiéu Bac-Nam: 42,6m



Ky thuat xay xép gach birc twong phia Péng san dién va dién Kinh Thién
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San dién Kinh Thién




Dau vét sut Iun clia san dién Kinh Thién




BAN VE PHUC DUNG NEN CHINH DIEN KiNH THIEN

Ti LE: 17 100

—E




THANK YOU!



ASIA-PACIFIC DIALOGUE ON HERITAGE AND AUTHENTICITY (APA 2026)

THEME 1: AUTHENTICITY IN A CHANGING WORLD

A Few Thoughts on Heritage and Authenticity Based
on Non-Material Evidence and Living Heritage:

The Case of Trang An Landscape Complex

Tran Tan Van / Vietnam Institute of Geosciences and Mineral Resources (VIGMR), trantv@gmail.com
Hanoi - Ninh Binh, Viet Nam | September 2026
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Trang An - From Changing Landscapes to a Human Adaptation Record

Quaternary Sea Level Changes:
Repeated marine transgressions-regressions
transformed Trang An between inland
terrestrial plains and a karst archipelago.

>30,000-Year Human Presence:
Archaeological evidence proves continuous

human occupation enduring extreme climatic

and environmental changes.

A Living Archive of Survival: Prehistoric Vw‘-/

communities actively adapted their survival
strategies rather than being displaced by
environmental changes.

An Ancient Capital: Within Trang An is Hoa
Lu - the capital of the first three feudal
dynasties of Vietnam during the 10t century.

| Trang An World
| Heritage Site

ODIA

Holocene

Late PleistocenL |

Neogene

Coast lines 4000 - 3000 cal BP

Palaeo coast lines cal BP (after Tanabe et al 2008)
—— 4000

Palaeo coast lines cal BP (after Nguyen et al 2020)
— 3700

Palaeo coast lines cal BP (after Hoang et al 2021)

3000 - 2500

55P2-4.5 med

I 2050 50th +0.204 m

B 2100 50th +0.568 m

2150 50th +0.948 m

105°20" 105°40" 106° 106°20" 106°40" 107¢
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Wave-Cut Marine Notches as Geological 'Stratigraphic Benchmarks'

. - . AnC|ent Trang An durlng Mld and Late HoIocene
* Flandrian Marine Transgression: ¢ Wémwt _ :

Reached its peak ~6,000 years BP, carving ‘ L

prominent marine notches at 4-6m elevation | -

(up to 8m in places) with bio-erosion marks.

 Quang Xuong Marine Transgression:
Occurred between 2,500-1,500 years BP,
leaving distinct wave-cut notches at 1-2m
elevation on limestone cliffs.

 Irreversible Climate Records: Physical
benchmarks testifying to radical
environmental transformations that human
populations successfully navigated.
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Cave Stratigraphy: Evidence of Shifting Livelihoods

« Lower Cultural Layer (Hang Moi):
Dominated by freshwater stream snails, land
snails, and forest mammal bones/teeth,
reflecting dry valley hunting-gathering.

« Upper Cultural Layer: Yields abundant
marine shells, sea snails, marine fish bones,
and early pottery as rising sea levels
inundated valleys.

« Adaptive Survival Strategy: Proves
prehistoric humans flexibly pivoted from
terrestrial foraging to marine exploitation
during inundation periods.
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Lessons from the 2014 'Discontinuity’ in Criterion (v) Nomination

Prehistoric Limitation: The 2014
World Heritage Statement of OUV
restricted Criterion (v) strictly to
prehistory (c. 30,000 to 1,200 years
BP).

Lack of Publications & Rigid

Views: Driven by a lack of peer-
reviewed international publications on
10th-century Hoa Lu Capital and rigid
'material authenticity' standards.

A Fragmented Narrative: Excluded
the feudal historical era, relegating
Hoa Lu Ancient Capital to a
background setting and severing
cultural continuity.

Trang An Landscape Complex

Cultural Timeline

[ Legend
@2 Stone scrapers
% Limestone mountain

W& Early hearth
©= Bone deposits

oty
(30,000 - 11 BP)
Stone scrapec = }-‘
choppers  pany ceramic
fragments  Fire hearth
(1001 - 18P) (3000 - 1,200)
Inscribed in 2014
Criterion (v) OUV
PROPERTY ZONE (6,172 ha)

Discontinuity in
OUV Interpretation

Hoa Lu Ancient Capital
(10th Century AD)

INSIDE PROPERTY ZONE
but Excluded from 2014 Criterion

(v) OUV Narrative

(Treated as Background Setting)

INSIDE
PROPERTY
ZONE

but Excluded from
2014 Criterion (v)
OUV Narrative

(Treated as Background Setting)
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Landscape Adaptation: From Prehistoric Shelters to Hoa Lu Capital

HOA LU ANCIENT CAPITAL:
10th-CENTURY KARST CITADEL

« 10th-Century Karst Citadel: Dinh
and Early Le dynasties built the capital
by incorporating natural karst walls into
defensive ramparts without flattening
mountains.

Natural Karst
Wall Ramparts

" Hoa Lu Ancient Capital:
10th-Century Karst Citadel \

Hydrological Engineering &

Flood Drainage Channels
(Ben Dang, Dap Da Nhay)

Traditional Vietnamese
Dynastic Fortress Ramparts

 Hydrological Engineering:
Utilized underground karst water
networks and dug channels (Dap / Da
Nhay canal, Ben Dang river) for

drainage and flood control. o
Hydrological Engineering & |

Flood Drainage Channels !'l!' I
(Ben Dang, Dap, Da Nhay)

* Living Continuity: Reflects an
unbroken tradition of living with
inundation and adapting to harsh
wetland environments across
millennia.

Living Continuity of
Wetland Adaptation
(Millennia Tradition)

km

[ = e
0 25 50 200
——




APA DIALOGUE 2026 | THEME 1: AUTHENTICITY IN A CHANGING WORLD

Traditional Festivals: Living Water Rituals in Karst Valleys

« Co Lau/Hoa Lu Festival:
The Water Procession (Ruwéc
nw¢&c) along Hoang Long and
Sao Khe rivers symbolizes the
sacred life-link between people
and water.

Den Tran & Thai Vi

Festivals: Honor Saint Quy
Minh and Tran Dynasty kings,
embodying indigenous
knowledge and reverence for
natural forces.

Living Cultural Memory:

Community-led rituals maintain

intangible cultural practices e
rooted in environmental survival & = — B
traditions. —
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Indigenous Belief Systems: Spiritualizing the Karst Landscape

 Mountain Deity Worship:
Veneration of Mountain Deities
(Tu Tran Hoa Lu: Saint Cao
Son, Saint Quy Minh) protecting
valley entrances.

. Saint Minh Khong & Caves: |
Cult of Saint Minh Khong
associated with herbal healing

and sacred karst cave systems
(Bai Dinh, Hoa Son).

 Mother Goddess Worship

& Tu Phap: Light-and-shadow §
karst cave interiors serve as
ideal spaces for Mother
Goddess (Pao Mau) and Four
Dharmas spiritual practices.
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In-Situ Cliff Inscriptions & Interconnected Regional Karst Belt

* In-Situ CIliff Inscriptions: Stone
inscriptions at Cua Dong (Hoa
Lu) and Thai Vi temple cliffs
preserve immutable historical
memory across centuries.

* Northern Karst Heritage Belt:
Trang An forms a unified geo-
cultural corridor with Van Long,
Kim Bang, Tam Chuc, Lac Thuy, |
An Nghia, and Huong Son. ’

« Landscape-Spiritual Integrity:
Authenticity resides in the
holistic landscape-spiritual
ecosystem sustained by local
communities across

generations.
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Expanding Authenticity: From 'Material Fabric' to 'Living Continuity'

Nairobi (2025) & APA (2026) Ripples of Authenticity

. . L ’ itage & Communj Ny
Spirit: Advocates a pluralistic, context- s &\“g“e“ 2 | ‘J’ﬁ‘esu;ea :

specific view of authenticity adaptable
to non-Western heritage realities.

.
e

.

Equal Status for Non-Material
Evidence: Inscriptions, oral lore,

rituals, and living practices possess — o | = L SANES . A WA AR |
equal evidentiary value to buried ' ———— E5 SN m:tv |

structures.

Continuity Over ‘Frozen Stone':
For storm- and war-prone regions like
Viet Nam, authenticity is preserved
through living community practices, not
stagnant ruins.
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Policy Recommendations and Future Outlook (Conclusion)

 Enhance Operational Guidelines: . ..;
Recommend UNESCO/ICOMOS Pt s\ Heritagerlree s -
formalize guidelines accepting 'non- B b o R

material evidence and living heritage’
under Criterion (v).

 Pave Way for Regional
Nominations: Trang An's experience

offers a theoretical foundation for future 00 )
serial karst heritage nominations in R /.
Northern Viet Nam. 77 i
(/] A \ Lateral §
\V J tElIJTQBt , ) Aerial roots
« Core Message: Human adaptation is Y sl gl } AT &
. ) _ Intangible Heritage ’i Living Heritage
not merely a 30’Ooo_year prehlstorlc |jj_Ritua:3_.__1\-1mlllliliﬂ l')-r::ilics, Yo/ .. (Communities E.'I"(Iillstt:diaatislli}),
1 Cliff Inscriptions) 3 Living Adaptation)

relic, but a vital living lesson for
humanity's climate future.

Material Authenticity




The Asia Pacific Dialogue on Heritage and Authenticity

AUTHENTICITY IN MARITIME TRADING TOWNS:
COMPARATIVE LESSONS FROM HOI AN (VIETNAM)
AND JAPANESE PORT HERITAGE FOR WORLD
HERITAGE PRACTICE

Prof. Dr. Nguyen Van Kim - Dr. Nguyen Ngoc Minh
University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Vietham National University, Hanoi

28 SEPTEMBER 2026



Trading ports are not static heritage

Trading hubs where commodity flows converge,
while also functioning as touchpoints’for cross
borderculturalandintellectualcurrents

[ts characteristic features Include openness,
dynamism,convergencefolerance, and continuing
processesf culturalacculturation



Hoi An —a port city with thousands of years of history

The authenticity of Hoi An heritage was shaped first and foremost by continuity and transmission across multiple

historical periods and cultural traditions.

The characteristics of Hoi An heritage accumulated traces of successive communities and cultures.

SaHuynh

Early coastal culture and longlistance
exchange

Lam Ap / Champa

Cham maritime networks across the region

® Global entrepot

Peak trade with China, Japan, Europe and West
Asia

Living heritage
Community stewardship sustains continuity
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Alongside continuity and transmission, the accumulation, acculturation, exchange, and diffusion of culture form a second major
frame of reference shaping the distinctive character of Hoi An Ancient Town.

Hoi An was an important international trading port and one of the principal centers for the production, concentration, and
circulation of goods connecting Dai Viet with Asian, regional, and global markets.

Most importantly, the authenticity of Hoi An heritage is vividly demonstrated by the central role of the community of heritage

bearers - the genuine owners of the cultural space. Building upon indigenous cultural values, generations of Hoi An residents

have actively preserved, practiced. transmitted. created. and disseminated culture.




Acculturation

JAPANESE BRIDGE CHINESE ASSEMBLY HALLS SILK - AGARWOOD - CERAMICS

the authenticity of Hoi An heritage has never been, and can never be, a singular value. Any understanding of
Hoi An’s authenticity must incorporate cultural acculturation, temporal continuity, and spatial connectedness,
and must situate the property within the broader whole of a heritage ensemble and complex.
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Nara Document on Authenticity

Authenticity iIs necessarily relative and must be understood in depth within the cultural context
that produced the heritage




DEJIMA (NAGASAKI)

Dgjima — a fan-shaped artificial island, was created in 1636.
From 1641, it officially became the privileged trading post of
the Dutch East India Company (VOC).

During more than two centuries, Dejima was not merely an
international commercial and transshipment point. It also
functioned as a strategic laboratory or “filter,” and as Japan’s
principal gateway for contact with the outside world.

;ﬁ%ﬁ“-ﬁxr ‘l' 4
I._.-' i L | B -
AIL

Artificial fan -shaped island created in Nagasaki Bay
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a hub for economic, cultural
and scholarly exchange

RANGAKU

Western knowledge of medicine,
astronomy, military affairs, and science
gradually entered Japan throlgjima
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DejimaRestoration Project is officially
launched in 1996

A long process of cultural acculturation through the presence of
architecture ensembles representing different historical periods.

The coexistence of Edo- and Meiji-period architectural layers

constitutes a core element in defining the spatial and temporal
authenticity of Dejima.

It is the authenticity of a continuous historical trajectory encompassing
the formation, rise, decline, and revival of the heritage site.

Such authenticity offers the most faithful expression of successive
cultural layers, accumulated heritage memories, and the
multidirectional capacity for cultural acculturation characteristic of an

international trading port.




HOI AN DEJIMA

Living continuity Evidential reconstruction

Multi-layered fabric - community authority - adaptive daily use Archaeology - archives - phased rebuilding - interpreted use

Shared principle: authenticity is dynamic cultural contindityot a frozen original state.
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Conclusion

Authenticity of port heritage
a more practical and flexible
approach

Theauthenticy of trading port heritages have
been highly diverse, often distinctive and
must be located within an integrated whole
encompassing natural and human conditions




Thank you
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